Curriculum and Teaching & Learning Policy
1. Policy Statement
At Stockton Lane Pre-School, we provide a broad, balanced and ambitious curriculum that supports every child to become a confident, capable and enthusiastic learner.
Our curriculum is centred around:
· Positive relationships 
· Play-based learning 
· Enabling environments 
· Child-led exploration 
· High-quality adult interactions 
We recognise that children learn best when they feel:
· Safe 
· Valued 
· Respected 
· Emotionally secure 
· Motivated to explore and investigate 
We follow the Early Years Foundation Stage and use it to guide our teaching, planning and assessment across all areas of learning and development.
Our curriculum is designed to support children to:
· Develop independence and resilience 
· Build secure relationships 
· Become active and curious learners 
· Develop confidence in themselves and their abilities 
· Prepare for the next stage in their learning journey 
2. Curriculum Intent
We aim to provide a curriculum that:
· Places children at the centre of their learning 
· Supports all children to make progress from their starting points 
· Promotes curiosity, creativity and critical thinking 
· Encourages independence, confidence and resilience 
· Develops communication and language skills 
· Supports emotional wellbeing and positive relationships 
· Reflects children’s interests, experiences and individual needs 
· Provides enriching experiences that broaden children’s understanding of the world 
We believe children learn best through:
· Play 
· Exploration 
· Real-life experiences 
· Active learning 
· Warm, responsive relationships 
3. The EYFS Areas of Learning
Our curriculum is based on the seven areas of learning within the EYFS.
Prime Areas
The prime areas underpin all future learning and development:
· Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
· Communication and Language 
· Physical Development 
Specific Areas
The specific areas strengthen and apply the prime areas:
· Literacy 
· Mathematics 
· Understanding the World 
· Expressive Arts and Design 
All areas of learning are interconnected and delivered through meaningful play and experiences.
4. Characteristics of Effective Learning
When planning for children, we consider the different ways in which children learn.
The three characteristics of effective learning are:
· Playing and Exploring
Children investigate, explore and experience new things. 
· Active Learning
Children concentrate, persist and take pride in their achievements. 
· Creating and Thinking Critically
Children develop their own ideas, solve problems and make connections in their learning. 
Staff support children by:
· Following children’s interests 
· Modelling language and communication 
· Extending learning through questioning and conversation 
· Encouraging problem-solving and independence 
· Providing stimulating and engaging experiences 
5. Teaching and Learning Approaches
At Stockton Lane Pre-School, learning takes place through a balance of:
· Child-initiated play 
· Adult-led experiences 
· Indoor and outdoor learning 
· Small group and whole group activities 
· Spontaneous and planned opportunities 
Our curriculum is flexible and responsive to children’s:
· Interests 
· Next steps 
· Developmental needs 
· Individual learning styles 
Staff carefully observe, assess and plan to ensure learning experiences are meaningful, challenging and enjoyable.
6. Enabling Environment
We provide a welcoming, stimulating and inclusive environment that encourages children to:
· Explore independently 
· Take risks in their learning 
· Develop confidence and self-esteem 
· Build relationships with others 
· Make choices and express ideas 
Resources are:
· Accessible 
· Open-ended 
· Age and stage appropriate 
· Reflective of diversity and inclusion 
The indoor and outdoor environments are carefully planned to support all areas of learning and development.
7. Inclusive Curriculum
We are committed to providing an inclusive curriculum where every child feels valued, respected and able to achieve.
We:
· Adapt experiences to meet individual needs 
· Support children with SEND 
· Celebrate diversity, equality and inclusion 
· Promote positive images of different cultures, families and communities 
· Work closely with parents/carers and external professionals 
We recognise that children develop at different rates and ensure that all children are supported appropriately.
8. Assessment and Planning
Children’s learning and development are supported through:
· Ongoing observation 
· Assessment of children’s interests and next steps 
· Responsive planning 
· Partnership working with parents/carers 
Assessment is used to:
· Identify progress and achievements 
· Support individual learning needs 
· Inform future planning 
· Ensure children make progress from their starting points 
Staff regularly reflect on children’s learning to ensure the curriculum remains ambitious, engaging and inclusive.
9. Enrichment and Cultural Capital
We provide children with a wide range of experiences that broaden their understanding of the world and support future learning.
These include:
· Planting seeds and observing growth 
· Baking activities 
· Visits to the local library 
· Exploring the local community 
· Meeting people who help us, including: 
· Dentists 
· Police officers 
· Firefighters 
We celebrate a range of festivals, traditions and special occasions throughout the year through:
· Food tasting 
· Dressing up 
· Dancing and music 
· Books and storytelling 
· Creative activities 
· Visitors and community experiences 
These opportunities help children:
· Develop confidence and curiosity 
· Build understanding of the wider world 
· Learn about similarities and differences 
· Develop communication and social skills 
10. Personal Development and Independence
At Stockton Lane Pre-School, we pride ourselves on building strong and positive relationships with:
· Children 
· Parents/carers 
· Staff 
· The wider community 
Our nurturing team and well-planned environment enable children to thrive while feeling safe and secure.
From the moment children begin their journey with us, they are encouraged to:
· Respect themselves and others 
· Care for resources and the environment 
· Express their own thoughts and ideas 
· Develop independence and resilience 
Children are supported to become:
· Confident communicators 
· Responsible learners 
· Kind and respectful individuals 
· Independent thinkers
11. Preparing Children for the Next Stage
We support children to develop the skills needed for future learning and successful transition to school.
These include:
· Independence and self-care 
· Communication and language skills 
· Emotional resilience 
· Positive relationships 
· Confidence in learning 
· Curiosity and problem-solving 
We work closely with parents/carers and schools to support smooth transitions and continuity of learning.
12. Impact
The impact of our curriculum is that children:
· Become increasingly independent and confident 
· Develop positive relationships with others 
· Learn to respect people, resources and their environment 
· Engage enthusiastically in learning experiences 
· Develop resilience, curiosity and creativity 
· Make progress from their individual starting points 
· Feel happy, safe and valued within the setting 
Children leave Stockton Lane Pre-School as capable, motivated learners who are well prepared for the next stage of their education and life experiences.
13. Policy in Practice
This policy is implemented through:
· High-quality interactions between staff and children 
· Play-based learning opportunities 
· Careful observation and assessment 
· Responsive planning 
· Strong partnership working with parents/carers 
· Inclusive and enabling environments 
· Ongoing reflection and continuous improvement 
14. Monitoring and Review
The Manager and staff team monitor the effectiveness of the curriculum through:
· Observation and assessment 
· Staff reflection and supervision 
· Feedback from parents/carers 
· Monitoring children’s progress and wellbeing 
This policy is reviewed annually or sooner if guidance changes.
15. Parent-Friendly Summary
At Stockton Lane Pre-School, children learn through play, exploration and positive relationships.
We provide a safe, nurturing and stimulating environment where children can develop confidence, independence and a love of learning. Our curriculum is carefully planned around children’s interests, next steps and individual needs to help every child thrive and prepare for their future learning journey.
Related Policies
· SEND Policy 
· Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Policy 
· Behaviour, Relationships and Anti-Bullying Policy 
· Key Person Policy 
· Parental Involvement and Partnership Policy 
· Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy

